
Gather
Read Galatians 3:19-4:10

Paul makes the plea that we are not justified by the law.  He then asks 'Why then the law?'
and ' Is the law then contrary to the promises of God?  What is the work of the law?  In our
own words what does this section of Galatians say about the law?  How does the law play a
role in your life?
What did the law do in David’s life?

Are there times you see yourself as a slave to God and what you think he wants from you?
What verse about our identities as children of God resonated with you the most and why?

  
One of the benefits as being heirs is being in the family of God.  How has your church or
other churches you have seen work as a family?

Verse 28 talks about different divisions, identities, types of people.  What are the divisions,
types, and identities we put on people?  How does seeing people as God’s people instead of
all the other identities we place on them help us in our service toward one another?
Would community change if we viewed people by being in Christ instead of the type of
parent they are, occupation, age, and all of the other ways we type and separate people?

Read the story of Hosea out loud.  Discuss the story of Hosea.  What is disturbing to our
rationality in this story?  What is comforting about this?  How do we identify with Gomer? 
 Paul asks a similar question to the Galatians that could be asked of Gomer 'But now that
you cane come to know God, or rather be known by God (for Gomer it is her husband) how
can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world,
whose slaves you want to be once more?

When do we fall into seeing our relationship with God as one of slave and slave master
instead of Father and heir?  What verse from Galatians can we learn to remind ourselves
we are not slaves but heirs?

Practically speaking when we see our fellow Christian slipping into viewing their
relationship with God as slave and slave driver how can we remind them of their standing
before God as an heir?


