
Gather
Read Galatians 2:15-3:18
Go through questions or insights

How are we encouraged by the accounts of the people in the bible?  Think back to the
people in Hebrews 11  such as Rahab, Moses, and Enoch.  What does Hebrews 11 tell us
about these people?  (Philippians 1:6 and Hebrews 12:1-2)

Many times we fall into believing we must do something to stay in the good graces of God
or we do things to keep up the appearances of being a 'good Christian'.  What are those
things we use to do that?   (Think back to the wall building journal) What is the difference
to he people around us if we are doing things because we believe we have to or to keep up
appearances and when we do them becuase we are walking in the Spirit?

"This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void.  For if the inheritance comes by
the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise." 
Galatians 3:17-18
What does it mean for us that the promise came first?   Why was it important for Paul to
bring that up?

Earlier in the study we talked about the law and the gospel.  
In Galatians 2:15-21.   Paul makes it very clear that we are saved on account of Christ alone.  
It has nothing to do with what we do and everything do to with what Christ has done.  
What does he say about our sins that we still commit (vs 17-19) and the law and the grace of
God.  How does it all work in our lives?  (See also Galatians 3:1-3 for discussion)

Paul asks the Galatians questions that are important ones for us to ask ourselves.  Many
times it's easy to believe the lie that Jesus does some of the work and then we do the rest.
"Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?"
"Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of
the law, or by hearing with faith?"


